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Dear guests, friends, partners, and opponents, 

We are very happy to meet all of you here pursuing several goals. 

First, this event introduces a very special venue in Lithuania, and we, being inspired by 

previous year impressions, assure you (and you will see it with your own eyes) that we 

have a proper and fine places for hosting the highest-ranking tournaments. Let us join in 

our passion to bridge, and together we will create a new format of the event that may 

well become one of the major annual tournaments in the world. 

In addition, for the purpose of relaxation after hot intellectual battles, each evening will 

deliver to you an amazing event or performance as well as friendly talks about the 

greatest game uniting all of us together. 

Last but not least, this year we prepared the new enhanced format of the tournament 

enabling the participation of more teams, and thus making the battle more exciting and 

more open. 

Respectfully,  

Vytautas Vainikonis 

Janet de Botton 

Erikas Vainikonis 

Mustafa Cem Tokay 

Reese Milner 

Evgeniy Gladysh 

Romain Zaleski 

    Pierre Zimmerman 

 

 

 

TOURNAMENT STAFF: 

Onsite organizers:  Erikas Vainikonis 

Andrei Arlovich 

Tournament directors: Maciej Czajkowski - Chief TD 

   Sandra Różańska 

   Jerzy Greś 

BBO Coordinator:  Svetlana Bodrenkova 

Daily Bulletins:  Marek Wójcicki 

 

Photos by courtesy of  NewInBridge, Elisabeth Van Ettinger, Francesca Canali, Krzysztof Siwek and Sławek Latała 
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TIMETABLE 

PRELIMINARY STAGE 

VILNIUS GRAND RESORT 

Wednesday, 2.09 

OVERALL SWISS 

 

11.00 - 14.50 Rounds 1-3. (3x8) 

17.00 - 20.50 Rounds 4-6. (3x8) 

Thursday, 3.09 

FINALS A&B 

 

11.00 - 14.50 Rounds 1-3. (3x8) 

17.00 - 20.50 Rounds 4-6. (3x8) 

21.10-21.45 Additional play off for the place in main tournament 

 

 

 

MAIN TOURNAMENT 

IDW ESPERANZA RESORT 

Friday, 4.09 

 

11.00 - 15.00 Round of 16, first match (3x8) 

17.00 - 21.00 Round of 16, second match (3x8) 

 

Saturday, 5.09 

 

11.00-15.00 Quarterfinals (3x8) 

17.00-21.00 Semi-finals (3x8) 

           Swiss Teams (3x8) 

 

Sunday, 6.09 

 

10.00-15.00 Final and PO for the 3rd place (4x8) 

           Swiss Teams (4x8)
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RULES AND REGULATIONS 

VV CUP  

1. Tournament will be played according to International Code Laws of Duplicate Bridge 2007 edition. 

2. There are two stages - preliminary phase and final phase.  

3. Preliminary phase will be played on distance of 12 8-board matches (two teams will play 
additional 4-board play off). Results of the matches will be calculated in IMPs and Victory Points 
according to the official EBL score tables. First 6 round will be played as Swiss (round 6 exactly by 
result). After six rounds participating teams will be divided into two finals, A and B. 50-60%, but no 
less than 12, of the participating teams will advance to the final A, rest - to the final B. Carry over is 
75% to final A and 50% to final B. At final A, round 7-12 will be played as Swiss (round 12 exactly by 
result). At final B, round 7-11 will be played as Swiss, round 12 as Danish (exactly by result). 

After round 12:  

6 top-ranked teams of final A and the winner of final B advance to the final phase; 

7th ranked teams of final A and second team of final B play 4 board play off for the place in final 
phase; team of final A gets 0,1 imp carry over. 

The teams which will not qualify to final phase can participate in the Vilnius Cup tournaments.

During the preliminary phase ranking of the tournament will be made according to (in order): 

- sum of Victory Points 
- in case of tie of two or more teams, the VPs obtained in direct match/matches 
- higher place before the previous round 

4. 16 teams participate in final phase: 8 from the preliminary phase and 8 invited by the organizer. 
Invited teams choose opponents from the teams advancing from preliminary phase. Organizer 
chooses as the first, while the order of the remaining 7 will be established by the draw. In this way, 
the teams will be put up at the bracket (F1 - organizer, Fn - number of the invited team from the 
draw, Qn - number of the team advancing from preliminary phase): 

 

F1 VYTAS       
Q9        
        
F8        
Q16        
        
F5        
Q13       final 
        
F4        
Q12        

round of 16  1/4  1/2 play-off  
F3        
Q11        
        
F6        
Q14        
        
F7        
Q15        
        
F2        
Q10        
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5. In round of 16, teams will be playing 24-board matches (3x8). If the invited team wins, it advances to 

quarterfinal (other team joins Swiss). If the qualifier from preliminary phase wins, second 24-board match 

will be played. The winner of this match advances to the quarterfinal (other team joins Swiss). 

6. In quarterfinals and semi-finals, teams will be playing 24-board matches (3x8). 

7. Final and play-off for the third place will be played as 32-board matches (4x8). 

8. In 24-board matches, to the second part 2 players of the 6-person team can be replaced, while to the 

third part – 4 players. In 32 board match - 2 players can be replaced to the 2nd and 4th , while to 3rd - 4 

players.  

9. In case of tie in the final stage match, 2 extra boards will be played. If the tie will not be broken, team 

with lower starting (from the draw bracket) number advances.   

10. There are no appeals at the tournament. The tournament director’s ruling is final. 

  
 
 

 
 

P R I Z E S: 

 

MAIN TOURNAMENT 

 

Winner   40.000 euro 

Runner-up  25.000 euro 

3rd place  15.000 euro 

4th place  10.000 euro 

 

 

SWISS TEAMS 

 

1st placed team    5.000 euro 

2nd placed team     3.000 euro 

3rd placed team    2.000 euro 

 

 

 

 

TRANSPORTATION 
 

For those who stay at Park Inn by Radisson and do not have personal car: free shuttles are provided by the 
Organizers in accordance with the schedule:  

Sept., 2nd – 10:00 to Vilnius Grand Resort, and back – ca. 15 minutes after 6th match. 

Sept., 3rd – 10:30 to Vilnius Grand Resort, and back – ca. 15 minutes after 6th match. 
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I N V I T E D   T E A M S 

TEAM VYTAS 

 

Vytautas Vainikonis, 62, businessman, World Master, European Small Federations 
2009 champion, winner of Patton Biarritz 2006, Baltic Cup, Angelini Teams 2013, 
numerous national wins in Lithuania and Poland. 
 
 

 

Wojtek Olański, 58, professional bridge player and teacher, World International 
Master, European junior champion, European Small Federations 2009 champion, 
bronze World Zonal IMP Pairs 2002, winner of Baltic Cup, Angelini Teams 2013, 
numerous national wins in Lithuania and Poland. 

 

Bogusław Gierulski, 57, professional bridge player and teacher, World 
International Master, winner of Vanderbilt, Spring Foursomes, Baltic Cup, Angelini 
Teams 2013, Chairman Cup, numerous national wins. 

 

Jerzy Skrzypczak, 52, professional bridge player, World International Master, 
winner of Vanderbilt, Spring Foursomes, Baltic Cup, Angelini Teams 2013, 
Chairman Cup, numerous national wins. 

 

Lotan Fisher, 25, World Life Master, world transnational teams champion 2011, 
European open teams champion 2014, Cavendish Invitational Pairs winner 2012, 
Spingold (2x) and Reisinger winner, numerous junior and national titles. 

 

Ron Schwartz, 29, professional player,  World Life Master, world transnational 
teams champion 2011, European open teams champion 2014, Cavendish 
Invitational Pairs winner 2012, Spingold (2x) and Reisinger winner, numerous 
junior and national titles. 

Official disclaimer from Mr.V.Vainikonis.  
The world-known pair Lotan Fisher – Ron Schwartz has been playing for my team Vitas throughout 
several recent years. Still, taking in consideration the fact that they have found themselves in the 
middle of a doubtful situation (Ethics Committee of the Israel Bridge Federation vs. formal review 
initiated by the Norwegian Bridge Federation vs. public disclaimer from Mr. Fisher and Mr. 
Schwartz), let me, as the main organizer and host of this tournament, decide either this pair will 
play in the VV Cup or not. I am going to undertake this decision in the very last moment suitable – 
depending on the current matter of course and considering all the public information available. 
Highly appreciate your understanding, VV. 
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TEAM DE BOTTON 

 

Janet de Botton, art collector, chairperson of Tate Modern Council, appointed to 
Dame Commander of the Order of the British Empire (DBE) for charitable services to 
the arts. World Master, bronze European mixed teams’ championships 2007 and 
2009, winner of Gold Cup, Crockford’s Cup, Spring Foursomes.  

 

Artur Malinowski, 44, professional bridge player, World International Master, silver 
in World Mind Sport Games 2008, 3 times bronze in European mixed teams, bronze 
in teams of World Mind Sport Games 2011, numerous national wins in England and 
Norway. 

 

Thor Erik Hoftaniska, 47, professional bridge player, World International Master, 
silver in pairs and bronze in teams of World Mind Sport Games 2011, numerous 
national wins in England and Norway. 

 

Dennis Bilde, 26, professional bridge player, World International Master, silver in 
European pairs championships 2013, winner of Vanderbilt, numerous junior and 
national titles. 

 

Krzysztof Buras, 35, professional bridge player, World Life Master, silver in World 
Mind Sport Games 2012 and World Transnational Teams 2009, European Teams 
2010, bronze in Bermuda Bowl 2013, bronze in European pairs championships 2011, 
Cavendish Invitational Pairs 2014 winner, Cavendish Teams and Mitchell BAM teams 
winner, numerous junior and national wins. 
 

 

Grzegorz Narkiewicz, 38, professional bridge player, World Life Master, silver in 
World Mind Sport Games 2012 and World Transnational Teams 2009, European 
Teams 2010, bronze in Bermuda Bowl 2013, bronze in European pairs 2011.  
Cavendish Invitational Pairs 2014 winner, Cavendish Teams and Mitchell BAM teams 
winner, World University Teams champion, numerous national wins. 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dame_Commander_of_the_Order_of_the_British_Empire
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TEAM ERA 

 

Erikas Vainikonis, 35, gambling analyst, businessman, European Small 
Federations 2009 champion, winner of Monaco Patton 2014, Biarritz Patton 
2006, Polish open teams champion, numerous national wins in Poland and 
Lithuania. 

 

Andrei Arlovich, 45, professional bridge player, bronze European Small 
Federations Championships 2011, Polish IMP pairs champion, Polish open 
teams champion, numerous national wins in Belarus, Lithuania and Poland. 

 

Krzysztof Jassem, 50, mathematician, World Grand Master, world champion 
Rosenblum Cup 2014, European Open Teams champion, silver in Olympiad 
2000, world transnational teams championships 1997, bronze Bermuda Bowl 
2013, winner of Vanderbilt, Cavendish teams, numerous national titles and 
tournament wins.  

 

Paweł Jassem, 25, World Master, European open teams champion, silver in 
Polish open pairs, 2 times Polish open teams champion, winner of Chairman 
Cup, numerous world and European junior titles, numerous national wins. 

 

Michał Klukowski, 19, student, World Life Master, world champion 
Rosenblum Cup 2014, Polish open teams champion 2014, 2015, Polish Patton 
teams champion 2014, winner of Pairs Grand Prix of Poland 2012, numerous 
junior titles. 

 

Piotr Zatorski, 28, professional bridge player and teacher, Polish Patton 
Teams champion (2x), Polish open teams champion, European Youth Teams 
champion 2007, winner of Chairman Cup, numerous national titles and 
tournament wins. 
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TEAM ASSAEL 

 

Mustafa Cem-Tokay, 40, winner of Copenhagen Bridge Invitational, 
numerous national wins in Turkey and Italy. 

 

Alfredo Versace, 46, professional bridge player, World Grand Master, 
winner of Bermuda Bowl 2005 and 2013, Olympic Champion 2000, 2004, 
2008, 7 times European Teams champion, winner of Rosenblum 1998, 
2002, winner of Spingold (3x), Reisinger (4x), Cavendish Teams, Forbo, 
numerous national titles and tournament wins. 

 

Nafiz Zorlu, 61, World Life Master, World Mixed Teams champion 2014, 2 
times 4th in European Champions Cup, Blue Ribbon Pairs winner, numerous 
(more than 30!) national titles and tournament wins. 

 

Nezih Kubac, 54, 2 times 4th in European Champions Cup, numerous national 
titles and tournament wins. 
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TEAM MILNER 

 

Reese Milner, World Life Master, Senior Grand Master, World Series 
Mixed Teams champion 2010, 2012, World Senior Teams champion, 
silver in World Senior Pairs championships, World Series Senior Teams 
2008, silver in World Transnational Teams Championships 2000. 

 

Hemant Lall, 61, manager and advisor, World Life Master, World 
Series Mixed Teams champion, World Senior Teams champion, silver in 
World Senior Pairs championships, winner of Spingold and Grand 
National Teams. 

 

Jacek Kalita, 33, professional bridge player. World Life Master, silver 
in World Open Pairs championships 2014, silver in European Teams 
Championships 2010, 2nd World Transnational Teams 2009, 2 times 
European junior teams champion, 2 times World universities teams 
champion. Spingold 2013 winner, numerous national titles and 
tournament wins. 

 

Michał Nowosadzki, 31, professional bridge player, World Life Master, 
silver in World Open Pairs championships 2014, World Junior 
Individual Champion 2004, 2 times Polish open teams champion, 2 
times Polish open pairs champion, 2 times winner of Baltic Congress. 
Spingold 2013 winner, numerous junior and national titles. 

 

Michał Kwiecień, 58, professional bridge player; World Open Pairs 
Champion 1998, 2nd in Bridge Olympiad 2000, silver and bronze 
European Teams Championships, bronze Bermuda Bowl 2001, 
Rosenblum Cup 2002, World Transnational Teams 1997, European 
Junior Teams champion 1982, 5 times Polish teams champion, winner 
of Cavendish Invitational Pairs, numerous national titles. 

 

Jacek Pszczoła, 47, professional bridge player; World Open Pairs 
Champion, winner of Transnational Mixed Teams in World Mind 
Games, European Open Teams Championships, silver in World Mixed 
Pairs 2014, Bridge Olympiad 2000, 1st (2013), 2nd (2009) and 3rd 
(1997) World Transnational Teams, winner of Cavendish Invitational 
(2x pairs, 1x teams), winner of Vanderbilt, Reisinger, numerous 
national titles. 
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TEAM REAL 

 

Evgeniy Gladysh, businessman, winner of NEC Cup 2013, numerous national titles 
and tournament wins. 

 

Mikhail Krasnosselski, World International Master, bronze in World 
Transnational teams 2011, winner of NEC Cup 2013, numerous national titles and 
tournament wins. 

 

Sjoert Brink, 34, professional bridge player, World Grand Master, Bermuda Bowl 
winner 2011, bronze 2007, winner of European Open Teams 2009, winner of World 
Mind Sport Games 2013, silver in Olympiad 2004, NEC Cup winner, winner of 
European Champions Cup, numerous national titles and tournament wins. 

 

Bas Drijver, 35, professional bridge player, World Grand Master, Bermuda Bowl 
winner 2011, bronze 2007, winner of European Open Teams 2009, winner of World 
Mind Sport Games 2013, silver in Olympiad 2004, NEC Cup winner, winner of 
European Champions Cup, numerous national titles and tournament wins. 

 

Vadim Kholomeev, World International Master, silver in European Teams 2008, 
bronze in World Transnational Teams 2011, bronze in European Mixed Teams 
championships, numerous national titles and tournament wins. 

 

Ivan Semenov, successful businessman, multiple Russian bridge champion and just 
a good man. 
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TEAM BRENO 

 

Romain Zaleski, 82, stock investor, World International Master, silver in 
European open teams 2013, winner of Monaco Patton, numerous national titles 
and wins. 

 

Arrigo Franchi, 31, World Master, World Junior Transnational BAM Teams 
champion 2009, silver and bronze in European Junior Championships, numerous 
national wins. 

 

Andrea Manno, 32, World International Master, lightning designer, silver in 
European open teams 2013, silver in European junior teams 2007, winner of 
Monaco Patton 2011, numerous national titles and wins. 

 

Massimo Lanzarotti, 56, World Life Master, winner of Rosenblum Cup 1998, 
winner of World Transnational Teams Championships 2003, 2 times winner in 
European teams championships, silver in European pairs championships 1989, 
silver in European open teams championships 2013, winner of Vanderbilt, winner 
of Cavendish teams, numerous national titles and wins.  
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TEAM ZIMMERMAN 

 

 

Pierre Zimmerman, 60, manager, World Grand Master, 2 times world 
transnational teams champion, European teams champion, European mixed 
teams champion, silver Bermuda Bowl 2013, silver Rosenblum Cup 2014, 
bronze 2010, bronze bridge Olympiad 2012, winner of Spingold, Reisinger, John 
Roberts Teams, numerous international and national wins.  

 

Jean Charles Allavena, 55, consultant, silver European small federations 
championships, numerous national wins. 

 

Tor Helness, 58, bridge professional, World Grand Master, Bermuda Bowl 
winner 2007, second 1993, 2001, 2013, winner of Rosenblum Cup 2006, silver 
2014, world transnational teams champion 2009, bronze bridge Olympiad 1980, 
2008, 2012, European teams champion 2012, second 2014, 2001, world 
individual champion 2008, silver 2013, numerous international and national 
wins 

 

Fredrik Helness, new generation of Helness family, numerous national wins 

 

Michel Duguet, 54, silver in European mixed pairs 2000, former scrabble world 
and France champion, numerous national wins and titles 

 

Lionel Sebanne, competing with Duguet for the place in French national team, 
numerous national wins and titles  
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TEAMS PARTICIPATING AT PRELIMINARY PHASE 

 

ZAWADA (POLAND) 

Przemysław Zawada, Mirosław Cichocki, Przemysław Janiszewski, Krzysztof Pikus, Wojciech Strzemecki, 

Leszek Sztyrak  

HOTEL SENATOR (POLAND) 

Stanisław Pająk, Janusz Gawęcki, Mariusz Kowalski, Mirosław Rafalski 

ROHOWSKY (GERMANY) 

Roland Rohowsky, Robert Boeddeker, Nedju Buchlev, Flora Zarkesch 

GROMOV (RUSSIA) 

Andrey Gromov, Alexander Dubinin, Yury Khokhlov, Georgi Matushko 

GAMBITAS (LITHUANIA) 

Egidjus Petryla, Virginijus Kartanas, Dainius Minelga, Nele Petryliene  

PARNU (ESTONIA) 

Maksim Karpov, Tanel Koivupuu, Jaanus Maripuu, Marko Tenn  

$19790 (USA/SWEDEN) 

Jessica Hayman, Peter Bertheau, Simon Ekenberg, Simon Hult  

OBJECTIVITY (NETHERLANDS/GREAT BRITAIN/POLAND) 

Rob Helle, Cathy Bałdysz, Roger Bryant, Stephen Green 

TORPEDO (LATVIA) 

Karlis Rubins, Martins Lorencs, Janis Neimanis, Ivars Rubenis  

ISRAEL OPEN  

Alon Birman, Udi Friedlander, Ilan Herbst, Ophir Herbst, Inon Liran, Dror Padon   

3CITY (POLAND) 

Dariusz Bogucki, Ireneusz Dzikowski, Aleksander Kasprzak, Marek Parol 

CARLO BOSSI PARFUMES (POLAND) 

Andrzej Byzdra, Paweł Miechowicz, Kamil Nowak, Piotr Tuszyński, Marek Witek 

GILBOA (ISRAEL/FINLAND) 

Uri Gilboa, Kauko Koistinen, Doron Yadlin, Israel Yadlin 

LATVIA 

Juris Balasovs, Janis Bethers, Uldis Bethers, Edite Klidzeja, Peteris Bethers 

BOGACH (RUSSIA/LITHUANIA) 

Aleksey Bogach, Ramunas Grigoraitis, Vadim Rappoport, Sonata Simanaitiene 

CONNECTOR POLAND 

Cezary Serek, Konrad Araszkiewicz, Piotr Bizoń, Danuta Kazmucha, Dariusz Kowalski, Mariusz Puczyński 

PIEKAREK (GERMANY/POLAND) 

Joseph Piekarek, Wojciech Gaweł, Michael Gromoller, Rafał Jagniewski 

ATLAS (LATVIA) 

Janis Bendiks, Aigars Germanis, Ugis Jansons, Andris Smilgajs 
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ZIOMALL (POLAND) 

Jacek Kuśmierz, Ziemowit Nowak, Grzegorz Wołowiec &co 

SWEDEN BOYS (SWEDEN) 

Gunnar Andersson, Marten Gustawsson, Hans Kvick, Johan Safsten 

NEVER CLAIM (UKRAINE) 

Yuliy Chumak, Volodymyr Dragan, Volodymyr Porkhun, Oleh Rovyshyn 

DARLES SANTERM (POLAND) 

Ela Czekaj, Jacek Sikora, Leszek Szkudlarek, Michał Wróbel 

JOR (TURKEY) 

Sereen Barakat, Marwan Ghanem, Jwan Halasa, Fadi Sweidan 

SOLO (BELARUS/LITHUANIA) 

Sviatlana Badrankova, Arunas Jankauskas, Zaneta Pisarskiene, Elena Shokhan 

VICKY’S BOYS (NORWAY/FRANCE/AUSTRALIA) 

Vicky Chediak, Thomas Bessis, Kieran Dyke, Justin Howard, Joakim Levnang 

SOSTINIU POKSTAI (LITHUANIA) 

Jonas Drobulis, Vaclovas Kucinskas, Andrius Michailovas, Alvydas Saulis 

GEORGIA 

Giorgi Abzianidze, Revaz Beriashvili, Grigol Gogoberidze, Gocha Goshadze 

KATOK SL (BELARUS) 

Aleksander Karbanovich, Andrey Kovalenko, Alexander Zhukov, Valentin Zhuravel 

VALUE MEDIA (POLAND) 

Maciej Hutyra, Maciej Dorabiała, Piotr Ilczuk, Rafał Wolański 

DISCOVERY (POLAND) 

Leszek Majdański, Jan Pawlikaniec, Sławomir Piechocki, Olgierd Rodziewicz-Bielewicz 

GIB (BULGARIA) 

Borislav Borisov, Nikolay Diankov, Grozdan Rusinov, Ivan Velichkov 

ENIGMA (BELARUS) 

Oleg Gradovski, Igor Godun, Ihar Radziukievich, Andrei Sotnikau 

DOUBLE TROUBLE (FINLAND) 

Klaus Harjunen, Joakim Fabritius, Osmo Parviainen &co 

MAZURKIEWICZ (POLAND) 

Marcin Mazurkiewicz, Adam Błachnio, Adam Wujków &co 

LZS CZARNOZIEM (POLAND) 

Janusz Kowalewski, Gosia Kowalewska, Ania Liszewska, Mirek Liszewski 

JULIAN (POLAND) 

Julian Klukowski, Apolinary Kowalski, Jacek Romański, Jerzy Russyan 

REGINA (POLAND) 

Regina Wołek, Iwona Smilgin, Marek Lichocki, Krzysztof Nagielski 
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                     VILNIUS CUP 

Teams, which would not qualify to the VV Cup final can continue competition in 

the Vilnius Cup tournaments (Sep., 4-6th, Vilnius Grand Resort). Entry fee makes 

100 euro per team and 50 per pair. Prize money = 90% of entry fees! 

 

4/09/2015 

Teams tournament 

1000- 1100 registration 

1100-1500 qualifications, 3x8 boards 

1700-2140 qualifications, 4x8 boards 

5/09/2015 

Pairs tournament 

1100-1500 3x10 boards 

1700-2000 2x10 boards 

6/09/2015 

Teams tournament - finals 

1100-1430 finals A, B,… 3x8 boards 

1430-1530 awards ceremony 

PRIZES 

Open pairs tournament 

1st place – 30% 

2nd place – 20% 

3rd place – 15% 

4th place – 10% 

5th place – 5% 

6th place – 5% 

7th place – 5% 

The best Mixed pair– 5% 

The best LT pair – 5% 

Open teams tournament 

 

1st place – 35% 

2nd place – 20% 

3rd place – 15% 

4th place – 10% 

Group B winner – 10% 

Group C winner – 5% 

Group D winner – 5%

 

TRANSPORTATION 

Sept., 4th – 10:00 to Vilnius Grand Resort, and back – ca. 15 minutes after play finishes. 

Sept., 5th – 10:30 to Vilnius Grand Resort, and after play – dedicated shuttle to Olympic Casino where 

Prize giving for Pairs tournament will take place followed by special arranged Poker party for tournament 

participants exclusively – ca. 15 minutes after play finishes. 

Sept., 6th – 10:30 to Vilnius Grand Resort. 


